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| Two great tions ariſe on theſe clauſes: 2 1 0 


8 Firſt. Whether agents ſhould be left at lib De! to rake commiſion = 
5 from, and encourage a trade by foreigners.” © 7: . 
57 © Rt What indulgences ſhould be granted. to. thoſe. agents 5 
in India. 5 


The firſt of theſe queſtions has been noticed in reports already 
made. No ſatisfactory reaſons having been aſſigned for overturning 
= the ſyſtem eſtabliſhed by the Act of 21 Geo. 3. cap. 65. ſe, 0. 
f . and a ſeries of former Acts repeting ſhipping, ee e 10 
| | z to be hoped it will be continued. 8 5 
As to the ſecond pointz whoever. the agents may be, it ſeemstg pr 
: very miſchievous thor they ſhould be ſuffered to traverſe the country at. 
_ _ - Pleaſure. The policy of the Act of 21 Geo. 3. cap. 65. ſet 28. 
confined even the Company's fervants, who were under covenants, 0 
a reſidence at the principal ſettlements, or within ten miles thereof. 
But as this ſubject is of the laſt importance to every: perſon * 
| tereſted in the preſervation of the empire and welfare of: | ag 3 the 
Committee flatter themſelves, they ſhall be excuſed, if they take as 
© conciſe a view of the whole of the ſubject, as the nature of the caſe, 
5 and the ſhortneſs of the time allotted to them will permit. It. ia 
8 | allowed by the ableſt and. moſt reſpectable ſervants of the Com- : 
| ] Pany, that the European character cannot be held too high, in ln- 
dia; and that it the natives ſhall be diſpoſed to look on a perſon. 
in the ſervice of the Company, with ĩadifference, or that the natives 
ſhall think as Europeans, they will very rapidly. annihilate the Britiſh 
Empire in India, and with it the few Europeans, * whoſe means that 
Empire is held in ſubjection. 
The legiſlature, Jo the beſt motives,” eftabliſhed the Supreme 
Court of 12 = an experiment, which the able and well in- 
formed at that time, could not prevent. Phe conſequences are 
pointed out in a minute of Sir John Shore, on the Revenue 8 — 
tations of the 18th May, 178 5. The introduction of the Supreme 
« Court of Judicature has largely contributed to the elevation of the 
< natives, and to the depreſſion of the Europeans. This ſyſtem, 
40 Ks + was meant for the relief of the natives, has, in very few reſ<_ 
s, anſwered that object: in many inſtances, it has been a_ 
vy grievance to them ; and the natives themſelves have found 
b a out the means of making the 1 of we Court, the r means and 
| 80 ns 


wn 7 >; ET BETH! aac RT TT” 7 OMG 2, 


\ 


— 


* 


* -. 7 * # * 
* P # * 
; 4 * 1 


3 5 * 8 + 1 
7 : P 


% 
: - | E | 5 ; : f a 0 : 5 ” | h } 
— 5 # 4 8 . ; ( : 13 : d] 5 


„ Inftrument of forwarding their own views, of intereſt and op- 


Fer, de. 


he perſons who flocked to the provincial towns on that occaſion; 


„ 


proceeded, at an early period, to ſuch 1 as to produce con- 
+ vulfions, which alarmed the government in 


the Empire; Their judicious and well founded repreſentations on 
the fubjet, induced the Legiſlature at home, to reſtrain the juriſ- 


_ diction of the Court, to Calcutta and its environs; but not until im- 


of kde European character. 


- 


| preflions had been made on the minds of the natives, to the prejudice 


The Committee forbear to quote the numerous, able, and e 


productions of Mr. Haſtings, on the whole of this ſubject. A 
the minutes of Mr, Francis concur in the opinion, that the European 


character cannot be held too high, nor the number be too limited; 


but it does not appear to the Committee, that any diſtinguiſhed cha- 


India for the ſafety of 


* 


fracker ever entertained. an idea of principles, different from thoſe | 
Which are now ſuggeſted, The proceedings at Dacca of late years, 


furnifh. many inſtances, in confirmation of what has been urged, with 
regard to the inveſtment, and ate fufficiently explained in the Cor- 
reſpondence with Mr. Bebb, the Minutes and Proceedings of Go- 
vernment, and the Board of Trade. The 14th January, 1789, Mr. 
.  Bebb writes, illegal impriſonments, exactions and coercions,. of 


« which I have lately had proofs, and been able to lay before you, 


4 have been exerciſed. by private European traders: corruption has, 
„ have little doubt, had conſiderable influence, at leaft among the 


e inferior ſervants of the Aurungs ; and. this though a powerful engine, 


. 


e and advances, are entitled, whereby not only juſtice is violated, but 


oy 
%S 


is ſo cloſe in its operation, that it is ſcarce poſſible for me to aſcertain | 


< the inſtance “ 


"The Board of Trade remark on the miſchief of permitting Euro- 
| peans to interfere in the internal trade of the country, © 


7 


„ goods, to which the Company, by private voluntary engagement. 


_ «the national intereſt, as well as the Company's, burt, in as much as 


«+ "the prime produce of the country was thus given to foreign ſhips 


__ . « and foreign markets.“ 


Mr. Bebb, ſpeaking of the Dacca fabricks, ſays, 4 they are on the 

decline; the Company's inveſtment ſeems the only counterbalance _ 
to their debaſement, which is attributed to the Ignorance and eager- 
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6. July, 1789. The weavers ſupply: the Private Traders with 
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gi ly of the numerous adventurers e 
& cloths“ 5 
If any further n is reguifize. the a8 8 . e 
Select n of the Hoyle of Commons® contains ample details 
on che fu 
The whole of theſe facts will go to prove,. "that whether the raja 
is confidered. in a political or commercial a 1 every endeayour 9 9 — 
to be uſed to check, and not to increaſe » the num et of Euro 5 
 refidemt at the different Aurungs. 5 
The only plauſible CO Na hy Ks urged. on the PI fide 
is, that foreigners are permitted by treaty; and that Britiſh ſu ects - 
are frequently found at the Aurungs. although not in the ſervice o the 
Company: therefore chat it will be better chat a deſcription of PROS | 
| Hould fill rheic place who are under covenants to the Company. = 
The anſwer to this is, that there has been, and there will conrigue | 
to be, fo line diſpoſition to uſe coercive meaſures, from an a preben- 
fron of the reſponkibility which attaches thereto, chat whether. the 
parties: are under covenants, . or otherwiſe, it is probable. that _ will 
_remain unmoleſted. For although the Government in India poſſe $ {ufo 
| Kczent power to puniſh. unlicenſed individuals who may be guilty * 


mal — the inſtances are extremely rare wherein the Govera- | 


| _ ND role to That extremity. 


* 


— 


At preſent. the natives are capable of diſtinguiſhing between . 
Us, unlicenſed perſons, and the ſervants of the Company, which 
much & the injury which would otherwiſe follow; but they 
Vill nor be able to diftinguith ſufficiently between a free merchant and 
the Company's refident. It may alſo be expected that a free merchant, 
not quitting Europe at an early period of life, may not be diſpoſed to 
adape the roughneſs of the European manners to the mild timid 
. diſpobition and prejudices of the“ natives. In every point of view 
i will be extremely defirable that perſons who may proceed to India 
as free merchants, ſhould de Hed in their re 
round the Preſidency. 5 
- When ir ſhall beſeticd what ities ws Ws 
new free merchants covenants © be prepared: the — us cove- 
nants arc inapplicable to rhe caſe. It will alſo: be neceflary to reviſe 


and vary all the covenants of the Company's ſervants, and make them i 


correſpondent with the total alteration 8 place. And it is always . 
preſumed, that military officers. will be prevented. from 0s, 3 
nne or interfering in concerns. Rn 


* The fleft Committee appointed to take 2 3 
| A» W | 


0. 
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to ten 'mſes FE ? 


4 


__ 


- debts of the. Company? in England ; the remainder muſt come out of 


India to China for the purchaſe 
it mey be done ; but there is no 


* £0 1 bo "5 N 5 4 2 L : $ © 
0 4 4 8 * 7 * 
* F . 3 ; 1 
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; 5 ittee to Mr. Dundas their opinion, that the 
debts in India ſhould be reduced to £-2,000,000, and as there | 


What will be ſ% 
= will be app 


as far as it will go, in difc 


annual . receipts of the Company, and the balance 
1ſt. March 1793 ; but this does not ſeem to be x 
| Clauſe, nor is the. Company's | 
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don the former ſyſtem of one fourth, than what is now pro paſed. 
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For no doubt can be cnterraived, bur char theparticipation 


| Public, is 2 charge or out- ging, from dhe Company CE 
= 25 N — 


But the Proprictars have not acquicſeed ,] in any ſuch mode of partici- 
on. Their ſhare is 2 per cent additional dividend, with the excluſive _ 


"Hades chat of the Public is L 500,000 if there ſhall be ſo much ſurplus 8 


annually, after allotting Z 500000 for the payment of debts. 
'<xdufive trade all be "no more than a Sang the proportion of pro- 
fit to the Proprictors ought to be increaſed. The circumſtance which 


has rendered the expence of the late war comparatively eaſy, is that 


every relource beyond the commercial dividend, was upplicable to that 
Mek. But under the arrangement propoſed, there cannot be the 
LightcKt proſper of any addirional cmolument, and of eſtabliſhing the 
Guaranicc Fund, to which the Proprictors'will look; /andwhich hag#been- 
conhderced 2s flimulus to cxertion in the conduttiof-rheir "aff -"Y 
the 
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1 Ergee g g 
Public, under 1 of his authority, that after the Indian 
and European debts were - reduced to the ſum propoſed, the Propric- 


tors were to receive an additional -dividend in the firſt inftance, and 


1 to follow the a rage to the Public of C. soo, ooo, after 
which che Guarantee Fund was to commence, and to be continued 
2 it produced five millions . Fund was to become 2 
_ collateral ſecurity for the ſtock of the Company, in caſe of diſafter ; 
ſhould not be continued to them at 

term; and alſo for their dividend of 


any paymen yment to the Public, p orovidon thould be 


_ "made e leaving 'sfolicint current caſh in 1 pots ee hands 


1 * 
for 
1 


and out : otherwiſe till 


= „ 2 of the year, they muſt either be in an bent 
Rare, or muſt borrow 


borrow money, which may be impracticable, as they 


- are to be reftrited from increafing their bond debt. 
be Ac of 1781, not having made proviſion for à current caſh, 


ined. of, and felt as 2 very great impropriety. A 
ee e eee, uch new debts as may 


- hn nd ee conformable to the letter from Mr. Dundas, . 
2 


ds ee ee Coun the following 
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1 having been i in a 5 
1 Court, on the 28th March; ſeemed to the Proprietors to be very 


_ e to the Company, and to a very re- 
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Ie may * 3 conſideration whether thets ſhould. got : 

in the India Board or the Lords of the Treaſury, t0-empo! 5 5 e 
ing money on bond, to a limited amount, exceeding the See 
The exigencies of the Company's affairs may at times, require à tem 
porary advance, which may * be obtained from the. r 
wile n * to lend et CE et i 4 a . 


The Committee —_— A bo hope, tit upon mature co = . 
fideration, all the points under difcuſfion will be ſatisfactorily ar- 
ranged and ſertled ; yet as Mr. Dundas has ſo pointedly drawn the at- 


reation of the Company to the circumſtance of the trade being opened | 
at the expiration of the exiſting term, the Committee feel i ir Incum- 
bent upon chem to offer their obſervations thereeon. 

They have to regret, that the opinions and principles which Mr. 
"Denis appears to adopt relative to the exclufive trade, in his letters 
of the 24th and the 27th of March, had not been: urged at the com- 
mencement of the negociation. Every communication which had paſſed 
on the ſubject previous to the 18th of March, had induced the Com- 
mittee to believe, that Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas entertained à very 


different opinion. They will have the goodneſs to recollect, that the 5 


very important points which relate to the political intereſts of the Com- 
pany; the mode of participation, and the term for which the exclu- - 
five privileges were to be continued, were agreed to at an early pe =. 

- Ar a conference which the Committee had the honour to hav 8 h 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas on the zth of January, they recomm Wied, 
that the firſt overture from Mr. Dundas, and tbe hints for the purpoſe 
- forming an arrangement, ſhould be communicated to a Court of 

Proprietors to be M30 0m th * —y— n that * 

ints 


4 


a Ds a 


-- 


«4 


hint wes T ion 1 | Increaſed di vidend, which muſt - 
= d, on 


Sek, Mi Fire replied; chat it (might be 
© keſe 5 in thhoſe hints, namely, that the g- 
vernment of India, with the conduct and management of the territorial, | | | 
revenues, would —_— ehe Company, together with the conti: 2 3 


Xp | po: Mr 1 Bec dated the 16th February: 5 whicli/con- : 
2 5 Ne ns,and' which' was notified in the news papets on the - 
ith February, with the 1 of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas 


and (in order to preyen ea the value. circulated by every means 

hich ow be. dev ved, raiſed t value on the ſtock in a very confi- 

der . _ 12510 7911 419 FOAM HD N04 23-Y4ut 71 

_ "The © ens any He the reverſe, which; Ham bappened, N 

125 the. Pr ene in Fhich the negociation is now placed ; but it - 
becathes xecefaty: for them to-ſatisfy their Conſtituents and the Poblie, 

that the) have feld forth no expectation in which they were not well 

1 by His Majeſty's Miniſters; that they have yielded, on 

many points, which they conceived might be Ju ified under a conſi- 


Wenn} FE. an ere of which applied thereto; and that they 


1 tt of an exclufive trade which remains,” from a 
1 5 Saen that i. pi. ial to the preſervation of the Empire in India ; 
a to the interoſt of the fair trader and of the Public, and conformably to 
Ne which have been agreed to by their conſtituents, ſanc-. 
_ tioned with the approbation of His Majefty's Minifters. © + „ 
© + Butas the Company have entertained no expectations but what they con- 
conceive will be yielded to them, after mature conſideration; and when 
rhey conſider that thoſe expectations furniſh every facility which the caſe 
Will permit, For the benefit of the manufaQtures of Great Britain and 
Ireland, cunſiſtent wich the ſafety of the Empire in India, and for 
"he purpoſe. of enabling the Company to liquidate their debts, and | | 
to participate with the Public; the Committee entertain a firm per- | : 
ſuaſion that the negociation may ſtill be placed upon the principles ; 
eftabliſhed previous to the 18th of March, fubje& to ſuch varia- 
tions as may, be deemed neceſſary, conſiſtent with the ſafety of the 
Len any, and the good of the Public. 
| "Ihe ints which were reſerved on the 18th for further dion, 
ppęeear diſtincly from the previous Report of the 13th of March, com- 
:  municated to Mr. Dundas the fame. day. Thoſe points were, 
- Firſt. The quantum of tonnage to be furniſhed by the Company. 


| LE | Second. 0005 rate of * and rate of * EY | 
| 5 | "Ca Third, | 
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nufactures of Great Britain and; Ireland to inveſt che proceeds of — | 
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That every difficulty, 0 eren freight, appeared to have 
been removed; and the difference on chat at point tes of ailintecimport« 


ance with reſpect to its value, in compariſo with the runtentd af the 
arrangement under eontemplation, that it cannot 'be-confidered-:x "i 


real obſtacle on either ſide. 


The whole of the negociation bee a bew. appearance : 
in conſequence ot the letter from Mr. Dundas, dated the roth of 
elline trade is men- 
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trade ſhould prove the means of rendering this negociation abortive. 
| The Committee are perſuaded that the reſpectable Houſes who ſigned 


the letter which accompanied the memorial, did not entertain 
uctive of conſequences ſo extenſive and ruinous as thoſe whit 


muſt follow from adopting the regulations therein propoſed. Upon EN 
_ the principles which had been admitted, individuals refiding in India: 
were enabled to realize their fortunes in England, through the me- 


dium of Private Trade; and conſequently the Court of Decker, 


cannot diſcover the fources from whence thoſe fortunes may have 


been derived. Ample means were furniſhed for the export . 
import trade to and Lens India; and when the paſt conduct of the 


Company wich regard to piece goods is confidered, it muſt be evi-. 5 


dent, that the iction contended for in that article, is ſolely | for © 


the purpoſe of enabling the Company to fulfil her engagements at. 


home; and if more can be fold without material detriment or loſs. 


to the Company, that private individuals have been, 'and will hereafter | 


be, permitted to import the ſame for their account» | 
But the principle for which Mr. Dundas contends, may 2 UN 


_ conſequences far beyond the reach of calculation and human foreſight... 


The Company muſt rely upon the conſurmprion of foreign countries in 
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the new regulations propoſed; the manufactures and produce of India will 
85 3 way directly to the continents af Europe and America, wich- 
oohrough->ther medium of Great Britain by which means 
2 Wi bend longer he depöt , for Indian godds; the ſhipping off  —__ 
_ the Company willi be onemployed ; the tribute of India muſt be ca, 5 
by bills of 88 choreigd commerce, whilſt prioncs' perſoss 
this counmpwi ab became hankers inſtend of merchant s. | 
T0“oLo place this object! ia its true point of view, it will ba ſufficient to . 8 
cCeoonsden eile expence which will accompany a piece of muſlin, per- . 
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nick pro fit is more' TY duelent t to Mise e 6 to > bat” 
their own ca pitals, and: carry: on the trade direct with India for their 19 N 5 
own egen, without. the aid of Briciſh capitals, ot of perſons reſi- | 12 5 1 
dent in Eogland. The fame calculation applies with ſtill greater 
force co Amerſcs; and with America, the ſupply of the Weſl-India | VVV 
lands wilt naturally fallow.” The ſugar trade, of which: ſuch on Fe re Nos 1 
guine expeckstions have been formed, and. which would have em- 
- ployed many of che Company's ſhips, muſt be totally loſt: for not- 
5 there is no duty reſerved, yet the article is of ſo as” 2 4 
Bulk, and attended with. waſte or loſs. 5 weight, that the 7 | LO BE”. 
op mull be confiderably increaſed: And. the Committee are „5 Pe, | : 

if rhe Memorialifts bad conſidered the ſubje& wich the attention - : 
Which it merits, they would have perceived that it was for their : 

ivate intereſt, as Well as for the intereſt of the Company and of the N 
bs that foreign trade ſhould not be encouraged, further than. IS, f 
what has been propoſed. . „ 
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5 i principles, in the conferences ang c 
had on this occaſion. f 
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granted, the Committee are BY 
communicate the lame to 


terial abject fe for Which ids contend, are not thoſe of patronage or 
power; nor are they of an intereſted or. 1 77 deſeription. Ani 
ae truſt have appeared 


mated by that zeal and moderation, 
throughout the whole of their conduct, during the negociation; Oy 
- ſolicit for regulations, which: in their gpinioh, ef ry: for the 
ſafety of the Empire in India; and for the pürpole of liqtidating the 
Indian debts in Europe; which are of greater importance to the 
Public than they can poſſibly. be of to the Company: whilſt the 
claims they have urged on behalf of their conſtituents, are not only 
reaſonable, but have been admitted by id; Majeſty's. Miniſters as 
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The Committee will therefore repeat their reliance on the candour 
of His Majeſty's Miniſters ; and that after a mature conſideration of 


what is ſubmitted to them, they will be induced to remove thoſe ? 


obſtacles which have lately ariſen; and confirm thoſe expectations 
which mis e e have bad reaſon to entertain. 
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